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where the soldiers were commanded only by private
sentinels, disguised in the dress of officers, but retaining,
what it cannot be expected that they should suddenly be
able to lay aside-, the prejudices which they had imbibed
in the ranks, and all the ardour of trifling competition in
which their station had once engaged them. What could
be expected from their councils and direction ? Can it be
imagined that they would inquire impartially into the
original cause of the dispute, that they would attend
equally to the parties, endeavour, by mildness and can-
dour, to soften the malevolence of each, and terminate the
dispute by some addressful expedient, or decent accom-
modation'? He, surely, must be very little acquainted with
the vulgar notions of bravery and honour, that could form
any hopes of such conduct.

The plain soldier, sir, has not accustomed himself to re-
gulate his motions by reason, nor has learned any more of
honour, than that it consists in adhering invariably to his
pretensions, even though he should discover that they are
false; and in resenting affronts with the utmost rigour,
even whon they wore provoked by himself, he is taught,
that it is his business to conquer in whatever cause, and
that to desist from any of his attempts, or retract any of
his assertions, is unworthy of a man of honour.

Warm with such notions as these, sir, would such
officers, as have been recommended by the honourable
gentleman, apply themselves to the termination of differ-
ences ? Without any knowledge of the laws of society,
without any settled ideas of the different rights of different
persons, they would have nothing in view but the honour
of their profession, nor endeavour to support it by any
other method than that of violence* If a soldier was
affronted by a farmer, they would probably lay his terri-
tories waste, and ravage his plantations like an enemy's
country; if another disagreed with his landlord, they would
advise him to make good Ms quarters, to invade the maga-
zines of provision without restraint, to force the barricadoes
of the cellar, and to forage in the stables without controul.

But gentlemen, sir, are proper judges of debates be-